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Don't Wait for Win 98

Many of you won't be rushing out to buy Windows 98 the moment Microsoft
finally putsit on the shelves, and honestly, | don't blame you. After dl, itisa
larger, more complex operating system than Win 95, which could mean slower

performance.

Inizrnak Legiorer 4.8 Aciio Sate

Windews Desktop Update

E 48 chocks a Yoo Do Upcdf st e opacdl

Surprisingly, Win 98 isn't much dif-
ferent from Win 95. It comes with
some long-awaited tweaks to the in-
terface, support for new hardware,
and several new features for power
users. But although some features w
Surprisingly, Win 98 isn't much dif-
ferent from Win 95. It comes with
some long-awaited tweaks to the in-
terface, support on't be available un-
til the new OS ships (see the sidebar
"Features You'll Have to Wait For"),
you don't have to wait for Win 98 to
get them al. I'll show you how to
beef up Win 95 to make it look and
act more like Win 98--without the

expense and headache of installing
the new OS.

Internet Explorer 4.0, the most publi-
cized feature in Win 98, is available
for Win 95 and Win NT 4.0--free of
charge. You can download it from
www.microsoft.com/ie/ie40/
download or pay about $5 to get it
on CD. Given IE 4.0's size, the CD
might be worth purchasing. If you do
download it, make sure to get the full
version; later, you can choose which
components to install.

Webify Explorer InWin 98, Ex-
plorer windows have a Web toolbar
that lets you view both Web pages
and your files and folders as Web
pages--all in the same window. Y ou
can add this design element to Win
95 by installing IE 4.0's optional
Desktop Update component. During
the IE 4.0 ingtalation, you can
choose to install or skip this update.
For our purposes, select Yes to in-
stall it. Whether this design appeals
to or annoys you, it's flexible enough
to meet your needs. And you can al-
ways remove it or configure its op-
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tionslater.

If you've already installed 1E 4.0 on
your system without the Desktop
Update, double-click on the Add/
Remove Programs icon in Control
Panel, select Microsoft Internet Ex-
plorer 4.0, and click on the Add/
Remove button. You can then add
(or remove) any optional compo-
nents, including the Desktop Update
(see the screenshot).

The Desktop Update changes Ex-
plorer's appearance, but you can play
around with it a bit. For example,
you can choose to show or hide each
of Explorer's various new toolbars.
Just select View|Toolbars to see a
submenu of al the toolbars avail-
able. You can also configure the ap-
pearance of Explorer views by se-
lecting Start|Settings|Folders &
Icons. On the Genera tab, you can
choose between predefined styles,
such as Web and Classic, or you can
customize the view by selecting the
Custom option and clicking on the
Settings button.

Although this Web integration might
not appeal to you, the other changes
installed with the Desktop Update
make it worth a closer look. For ex-
ample, it gives you a more accurate
file-copy progress bar, which finally
shows the progress of the entire
group of files you're copying,

continued on page 6

Don’t Wait




INFINET DIRECTIonsInc

s SN\ Q we have the means to take you there...

L LH 549 N. Rt. 83 Grayslake, IL 60030
,6#. 847.543.1350

Complete Internet Service Includes:
Dial-up Service $18.00/mo.
Home Pages Starting at $50.00/mo.

- 56k Dial-up Service

- FTP Site Available

- E-Mall Service

- Home Page Design

- Home Page Storage

- Domain Name Registration

- Windows & Networks setup & installation

- Free Adsfor selling your personal merchandise on the
Web (visit) our site: www.inf-net.com for more info.

CALL FOR INFO: 847.543.1350

During the month of September, there will be no setup fee witha 3
month subscription. All dial up service includes (1) E-Mail account.
Additional E-Mail accounts as little as $2.50/mo. For more details call
us at (847)543-1350 or send me an E-Mail at postmaster @inf-net.com.
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CORKY BELL, President - 847.587.2051
corky@Ind.com
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The LCACE News Journal is published eleven times annually.
Contributions by members are encouraged and will be greatly
acknowledged in this newsletter.

Permission is granted to reproduce any or all parts of this news-
letter in other User Group publications, provided that credit is
given to the individual author and LCACE.

The News Journal is laid out on a CyberMax Cyrix P200+,
w/128Mb RAM, Mustek MFS-12000CX color scanner, using
MS Publisher 98 software. Graphics. Editing provided by
Pegasus Enterprises using Adobe PhotoShop, Adobe Ilustrato,
and Adobe Acrobat. Photos taken w/Olympus D500L digital

camera. Printing is done on an HP LaserJet 4P printer.

L ake County Area Computer Enthusiasts

L.CA.CE.

c/o Group Ambassador

409 South ElImwood Ave.
Waukegan, Illinois 60085-5219

Member ship

Membership in L.C.A.C.E is open to al individuals and fami-
lies interested in personal computing. Annual dues are $20.00
per individual/family. Associate membership is only $10.00
(out of state, unable to attend meetings). Membership includes
a one year subscription to the L.C.A.C.E. News Journal and
access for all club libraries, and functions. Application for
membership may be obtained at the monthly meeting or by
reguest on the club fax, Hotline or by writing to the club ad-
dress.

M eetings

L.C.A.C.E meetings are held on the second Saturday of each
month at the Grant Township Meeting Hall, 411 Washington
Ave. Ingleside, Il. Meetings open at 11:00 a.m, and are open to
the public. Bring afriend!

Advertising

Ad rates per issue: Full page - $25, Half page -$15, Quarter
page - $10, Business Card -$5. Discounts are available on ad-
vance purchase of multiple issues. Please send Camera-ready
copy and payment to the club address by the 21st of the month
preceding publication. For more information on ad pricing,
please call our Hotline. Ads are FREE to all paid members.

Notice

L.CAA.CE WILL NOT CONDONE or knowingly partici-
pate in copyright infringement of any kind. The L.C.A.C.E
News Journal is published by and for L.C.A.C.E members.
Opinions expressed herein are those of the individual authors
and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of L.C.A.C.E or its
Board of Directors, or advertisers.

Deadline Approaching
SEND YOUR ARTICLES

Remember, the deadline for all articles submitted to the News
Journal is the 20th of each month. Send your article ...or e-
mail it to the club web-site or newsdletter editor.

Voice: 847.623.3815

Fax: 847.623.9570

E-mail: LCACE@inf-net.com
Web Page: www.inf-net.com/lcace/default.html
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president

by Corky Bell

don't have much to a include
this month. | am sending a
letter to the Gurnee Library
on March 14th as an applica-
tion for the club to use the confer-
ence roomsthere. JJ did alittle
mor e investigative work and found
thelibrary still had uslisted asa
contact, which |

think will help usin
obtaining the per-
mission needed.

REMEMBER that April is
"ELECTION MONTH".
Five (5) memberswill be
elected to the Board of
Directors, from these five
one will elected as Presi-
dent. At the February
meeting the following people were nominated:

Corky Bell
Walter Sheets
JJ
Bob Berry
Lester Larkin

Mr. G was nominated, but declined the nomi-
nation. We will be accepting nominations at
the March meeting, so if you have someone
you would like to nominate, please attend and
voice your choice.

We don't have formal agenda set for the March
meeting, therefore we will be operating under
an "impromptu" type of setting. So if you have
any questions, suggestions, comments or what
ever, don't be afraid to speak up. | will have a

computer there in the event one may be needed to
display something in conjunction with the discus-
sion. We won't be able to access the WEB due to
the non-existence of available telephone lines.

Remember the meeting is being held at the Grant
Township Meeting Hall in Ingleside on March 14th
beginning at 12pm. the doors will be opened at
11:30am. | hope to see everyone there. | would also
like to welcome Mr. G to the world of on-line use.
Mr. G now has an E-Mail address and hopefully is
using the WEB as much as he is able to. Happy
computing to all.

Corky

Freedomis like a bag of sand.
If there’'s a hole in the bag, all
the sand will run out. If some
people are denied their rights,
sooner or later all the people
stand to lose their rights. All
the freedom will run out.

Membership Update

New Members:
Ledlie Salsburg from Grayslake, IL

Renewals:

Linda Heinrich from Greendale, WI.

Steve Y eaton from Lindenhurst, IL

Arnold Gudyka from Mundelein, 1L

Lester Larkin from Mundelein, IL

Lawrence & Stephanie Grauzas from Aurora, |L

Timetorenew:

Corky & Donna Bell

50/50 Raffle Winner February:
Mr. & Mrs G. (Grauzas)
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N
PenPartner

and

creativel!

by Dr.I. LuvIrata

"It's so cute!" is most likely what you'll hear when
your cubicle mates get a look at the Wacom PenPart-
ner. This little teal and gray tablet is as easy on the
eyes as it is on the hands--it looks more like Barbi€'s
Dream Tablet than the functional design tool it actu-

alyis.

It's obvious that the PenPartner's de-
sign evolved from that of its plainer
looking cousins, but this tablet re-
veals an ergonomic sensibility not
found in

Wacom's ArtPad models. The Pen-
Partner's stylus is dlightly larger in
circumference than the conventional
Wacom pointer, and it has a curvy
profile as well. Consequently, your
writing posture is more natural. As a
bonus, the heft feels more like your
favorite fountain pen than like those
disposables you get from the supply
cabinet. Combine this with the tab-
let's paperlike texture, and you'll feel
like putting those art classes you
took in college to good use.

If you've always been on the lookout
for a comfy alternative to your
mouse, or if you'd like to add your
John Hancock (and other original
scribbles) to a digital holiday card,
the PenPartner is awinner. It's cheap
enough ($99.95) to justify its pur-
chase, even if you don't plan to use it
for artistic endeavors. If you do want
to get creative, the PenPartner's pres-
sure-sensitive tablet can differentiate
thin, light strokes from hard, thick
ones, making your drawings closer
to what you intended. A molded but-
ton on the side of the cordless stylus

can perform a variety of custom
functions. you can make it act like
the right or left buttons on a mouse,
for instance, or work as the Shift,
Alt, or Ctrl keys. Also, the PenPart-
ner's eraser end not only deletes
graphics within applications
(including Photoshop), but also text
within apps such as Microsoft Word.

While the PenPartner is fun and
comfortable in your hand, its com-
pactness proves to be a limitation on
a big screen. The 4-by-5-inch ap-
proximately) active surface works
well with a 14- or 15-inch display,
but if you have a 17-inch or larger
screen, the scale is so disproportion-
ate it's disorienting. Design profes-
sionals interested in maintaining
their onscreen equilibrium should
look instead to Wacom's 6-by-8-inch
ArtPad Il model.

Cottage-industry designers and after-
hours Picassos, however, will find
the PenPartner more than suitable for
their creative efforts. To get you
started, the tablet comes bundled
with Corel's Print House and Photo
House software. And at such a low
price, this desktop publishing friend
won't make you starve to achieve
your artistic dreams.

U.S. Robotics®

First V.90 Modemsto Ship!

The first V.90 ITU 56K* standard
modems are off the assembly line, on
the trucks and rolling toward you!

The ITU (International Telecommu-
nications Union) is close to finaliz-
ing the standard for 56-kbps mo-
dems. The completed specification
should be out by April, if not before.

If you aready own a 56-kbps mo-
dem, you'll need to check into a soft-
ware upgrade (likely free) from your
modem vendor to upgrade your mo-
dem to the new standard. If you're
considering a 56-kbps modem pur-
chase, you may want to wait a month
or two to buy, giving modem manu-
facturers time to update the modems
that stock store shelves.
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At a recent computer expo
(COMDEX), Bill Gates reportedly
compared the computer industry
with the auto industry and stated
"If GM had kept up with technol-
ogy like the computer industry

In response to our recent introduc-
tion of IE 4.0 tips, a reader, K.
Clem, offers this warning:

"Per Microsoft, Internet Explorer
4.0 MUST be uninstalled before
'installing or uninstalling operat-
ing system upgrades (for example,
Windows 95 Service Pack 1)'."

Now that's what we call abig pain
in the hard drive. For more infor-
mation on other circumstances
under which Internet Explorer 4.0
should be uninstalled, as well as
instructions for completing the
uninstall operation, check out Mi-
crosoft's Knowledge Base Article
ID 174265 at
http://support.microsoft.com/

has, we would all be driving
twenty-five dollar cars that got
1000 miles per gallon.”

Recently General Motors ad-
dressed this comment by releasing
the statement "Y es, but would you
want your car to crash twice a

day?'

1. Every time they repainted the
lines on the road you would have
to buy anew car.

2. Occasionally your car would
die on the freeway for no reason,
and you would just accept this,
restart and drive on.

3. Occasionally, executing a ma-
neuver would cause your car to
stop and fail and you would have
to re-install the engine. For some
strange reason, you would accept
this too.

4. You could only have one per-
son in the car at atime, unlessyou
bought "Car95" or "CarNT". But,
then you would have to buy more

seats.

5. Macintosh would make a car
that was powered by the sun, was
reliable, five times as fast, twice
as easy to drive, but would only
run on five percent of the roads.

6. The Macintosh car owners
would get expensive Microsoft
upgrades to their cars, which
would make their cars run much
dower.

7. The oil, gas and alternator
warning lights would be replaced
by a single "general car default”
warning light.

8. New seats would force every-
one to have the same size buitt.

9. The airbag system would say
"are you sure?' before going off.

10. If you were involved in a
crash, you would have no idea
what happened. [ ]

MICROSOFT IE4.0
PREVENTS QUATTRO PRO 7

INSTALLATION

Users attempting to install Quattro Pro 7 to a Windows PC on which Microsoft
Internet Explorer 4.0 is already installed receive an Invalid Page Fault error
message. The error message occurs approximately 78 percent of the way
through the installation. This bug doesn't seem to affect Quattro Pro 8; how-
ever, QP7 is till amore popular version of the product, and isin wider use.

You'll haveto decide for yourself, but the talk on the street regards the com-
petitive nature of Microsoft and it's protection of Excel, a Quattro Pro competi-

tor.
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Paint Shoga

Beta 2 Rel

Jasc, Inc. has released beta 2 of
Paint Shop Pro 5.0, the latest ver-
sion of the Internet's most popular
graphic design application.

New features include complete lay-
ers support for blend mode control,
grouping, Vvisibility, transparency
locking and variable opacity. Redlis-
tic Picture Tube brushes allow users
to easily add a

variety of images to their work.
CMYK color separations can now be
processed to accurately reproduce
your images on paper. A new multi-
ple-level undo history lets you back
up to any point in your image’s crea-
tion. Pressure-sensitive tablet sup-
port brings out the

artist in anyone.

Paint Shop Pro 5 features powerful
enhancements to a wide array of

ing a big file to a 1.44MB
loppy is like trying to stuff an
elephant into a Volkswagen--no

amount of persuasion is gonna
make it fit. And with new hard
disks averaging 3GB to 8GB,
the quantity of data you want ;
to copy to floppy just keeps
growing. How else are you
going to take along your digi-
cam snapshots, sprawling mul-
timedia presentations, and pirated video
games?

Y ou need more room. But not too much

painting and re-
touching  brushes,
new adjustable
cropping and selec-
tion tools, and im-
proved image en-
hancements and
third-party  plug-in
filter support. You
can now adjust vir-
tually every color
parameter of an im-
age with Paint Shop
Pro; palette editing and direct palette
mapping alow you to make global
color changes to multiple images.

5.0

Pro

sed

Also includes an enhanced thumb-
nail image browser that allows you
to visually search directories for im-
ages, advanced
Internet graph-
¥ icsfile format
support, a built-
% in screen cap-
i1 ture utility,
* batch conver-
sion of over 40
different file
formats, and
direct TWAIN scanner and digital
camera support.

Paint Shop Pro

Jasc Softwar e, Inc.

more--nobody can carry more than, say,

200MB around casually. That's why we

narrowed this review to the two most
likely floppy alternatives:
thelOOMB Zip and the
120MB LS-120. The drives
that spin these superfloppies
start at about $100, and the
disks themselves cost be
tween $12 and $20 a pop.
The Zip drive has sold a
whopping 12 million units or so since its
introduction in 1995; many PC makers
now ship the drive preinstalled. The LS
120 drive, although nowhere near as

MAXTOR TO RELEASE
HIGH-CAPACITY
DRIVES

M axtor will release a line of
new, high-capacity hard disk

drives on Monday. IBM will supply the
key internal components. One of the
drives to be announced will be an

11.5Gb disk drive using "magneto-
resistive" (MR) technology.

The 3.5" drive is designed for use in
standard desktop and tower personal
computer cases. This drive boosts the
current limit of commonly-accessible
disk drives, about 9GB over the magic
10GB mark.

The large capacity drive follows demand
generated from games, full-motion
video, and other multimedia applications
that are well known for having a vora
cious appetite for disk space.

popular, offers a key advantage: unlike
the Zip drive, it can aso read and write
good old 1.44MB floppies, which show
no sign of retiring anytime soon.

Though
the Zip
has a
long lead,
it's  too
early to
declare it
t h e
floppy's
succes-
sor. Not only the LS-120, but three new
superfloppies (all due out by summer)
handle 1.44MB disks along with their
own high-capacity media, providing a
bridge to a superfloppy future. Choosing
among floppy aternatives hinges partly
on which technology has the best shot at
winning--so you can carry your disk with
you and expect to find a drive nearby
that will actually spin it. But this review
also answers the more immediate ques-
tion: which drive gives you the best per-
formance, capacity, and features for the
money?
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(continued from page 1)
not just of each one._ The Desktop Update also provides a

more detailed Properties sheet for files and folders. For
example, it now shows the full path of a file or folder,
rather than just the parent folder, and it indicates the disk
space a file or folder consumes in addition to its actual
size. With the right mouse button, you can copy this in-
formation to the clipboard, even though it doesn't appear
that you can.

Tango on the Taskbar You aso get new Taskbar
toolbars that, for example, provide quick access to fre-
quently used programs, which were previoudly buried in
the Start menu. These toolbars are mirrors of a program
group's contents.

IE 4.0 comes with two predefined toolbars, including one
that mimics your desktop and one that connects your ma-
chine to the Internet. Odds are you'll want to create your
own. To do this, right-click on an empty spot on the
Taskbar and select Toolbars|New Toolbar. Then choose
the folder for which you want atoolbar and click on OK.
You can grab a toolbar's handle and drag it to another
spot on the Taskbar or anywhere else on the screen. You
can even dock it to the screen’s edge.

Some of Win 98's hottest low-level improvements are
aready included in Windows 95 OSR2, such as FAT32,
minimal support for Universal Serial Bus (USB) periph-
erals and MMX processors, and some Dial-Up Network-
ing enhancements.

And if you don't have OSR2, you can download some of
these features free from www.microsoft.com/windows/
pr/win95o0sr.htm. Microsoft won't let you have the meat-
ier OSR2 features, such as FAT32 or MM X support. But
you can get the Dial-Up Networking upgrade (2.1b, as of
press time), any of the Internet goodies (if you don't al-
ready have |IE 4.0), and all the stuff in the Fixes/Updates
section that applies to your system.

Expert Tips Destination Desktop

Disk spaceto spare. |IE 4.0's Desktop Update dumps
about 26MB of uninstall files on your hard disk. De-
leting these files will free up quite abit of valuable
disk space, and it will disable the uninstall feature for
this and future versions of Internet Explorer.

Alternative upgrade. If you follow the instructions
continue on page 7

Don’t Wait

(continued from page 6)

WIN TIPS

Move/Shortcut Reminder

When you drag and drop afile, you're moving, copying or
making a shortcut to that file, depending on where you're
dragging it from and dropping it to.

Look at the lower right corner of the icon you're dragging,
right before you let go of the mouse button, to find out
what it's going to do. A plus sign means the file will be
copied. An arrow means you'll create a shortcut. If you see
nothing, the file will be moved.

One-Step Shut Down

Restarting Win95 is a four-step process (Click on the Start
button, select Shut Down, click on Restart the Computer,
then click on OK). You can make it a one-step process by
creating an icon on your desktop that restarts Win95.
Open Notepad and type @exit. Close the document and
give it a name with a BAT extension. Now stash the file
away somewhere on your hard disk. Create a shortcut to
the file by using the right mouse button to drag it to the
desktop, and selecting Create Shortcut(s) Here. Right-
click on the shortcut and select Properties. Click on the
Program tab and select the Close on Exit box. Next, click
on the Advanced button and make sure "MS-DOS mode"
is selected and "Warn before entering MS-DOS mode" is
not. Click on OK and on OK again. Give your new short-
cut a unigue icon and name. Whenever you double-click
on theicon, Win95 will restart, no questions asked.

A Better Clipboard

When using the Windows 95 clipboard, each time you
paste something to it, its old contents are removed. How-
ever, Windows 95 has a ClipBook that can be used to save
and reuse clippings. To ingtall it, 1) Put the Windows 95
CD-ROM in your CD drive, 2) Select Add/Remove Soft-
ware, 3) Go to the Windows Setup tab, 4) Click Have
Disk > Browse > d:\Other\Clipbook (d:=CD-ROM), 5)
Double click CLIPBOOK.INF, 6) Check ClipBook
Viewer and then install. You will now be able to open
ClipBook through your Start menu under the Accessories
heading.

DIFFg,
és"p " LCACE dectionsarein
S % two months. Make and

1998 eLecTions difference and becomea
® w, leader, run for aposition

< v" on the board of directors.

o) O
Ye o P
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Wings

Now Taking Ordersfor the No-
vember 1997 Edition!

Windows95.com is proud to an-
nounce the long-awaited release
of the November 1997 Edition of
the Best of Windows95.com 32-
bit Shareware Collection on CD-
ROM. We are now taking orders
for this release, and they started
shipping this edition to subscrib-
ersin December 1997.

Thisfour-disc set contains the

al the most popular shareware
on the Web site, and gives you
access to over TWO GIGA-
BYTES (2.7 Gigabytes, to be
precise) of 32-hit shareware,
freeware, and commercial demos
instantly!

About the CD-ROM

The CD-ROMs ook and feel

just like the Windows95.com
Web site. You can browse the
discs with any Web browser
software, or use the Microsoft
Internet Explorer included on the
discs. You can click through the
pages, and download the pro-
grams directly off the discs!
Since the Windows95.com 32-
bit Shareware Collection is up-
dated so frequently, we'll bere-
leasing an updated version of the
CD-ROM every three months, so
you won't miss out on any of the
hot new Windows 95 shareware.

Some of the programs have dis-
tribution restrictions that do not
alow usto distribute them di-
rectly, so in those cases, we've
included links to their download
addresses so that you can still
enjoy them.

An Excellent Value

This CD Collection has already

in the accompanying column in-
stead of upgradingto Win 98,
you won't have to upgrade any
low-level system tools, such as
Norton Utilities, even if they
aren't Win 98 specific.

Activate the desktop. Right-
click on an empty area of the
desktop and select Active Desk-
top|View AsWeb Pageto dis-
play Web-related content on
your desktop background. This
simply displays Web pages be-
hind running apps and without
window borders.

Features You'll Haveto Wait For

For those of you who will inevitably
upgrade to Windows 98, installing
IE 4.0 now will ease the transition.
But while much of the new OS's
functionality is already available,
you'll just have to wait for some fea-

tures.

While writing this column on a lap-
top running a beta of Windows 98, |
discovered some new features you
can't get in Win 95 or OSR2. For ex-
ample, mobile users will appreciate
Win 98's improved support for PC
Cards. | popped in a network card
while the system was running, and
Win 98 not only immediately de-
tected and correctly identified it but
also installed all the drivers without
powering down or rebooting. |
couldn't do this with Win 95.

Win 98 includes all the OSR2 fea
tures you can't get now, such as
FAT32, DriveSpace 3, and better
power management. It also supports
a single desktop that can span multi-
ple graphics cards and monitors
(something the Macintosh has been
able to do for a decade).

sold tens of thousands of cop-
ies! You can order your Novem-
ber 1997 edition of the Best of
Windows95.com 32-bit Share-
ware Collection on CD-ROM
directly from InfoMagic for only
$35 US (plus shipping). Or, you
can join the thousands of users
who subscribe to the collection.
To become a subscriber, simply
purchase your first copy of the
collection at full price and select
the Subscription Service option
on the order form. Then you'll
automatically get future up-
datesfor only $25 each (plus
shipping) until you decide to
cancdl (if you're a previous sub-
scriber, your subscription rate
will not increase). I nter national
ordersarewelcome, and we
will ship anywhere in the world.

How to Order

You can order in any of the
following ways:

Order by Telephone: (800)
800-6613 or (520) 526-9565

Order by Fax: (520) 526-9573

Order by Email:orders@info
magic.com

| think the best new feature of Win-
dows 98 is the beefed-up version of
TweakUl, which Microsoft will in-
clude on the CD. The utility will
give you such options as separate on/
off switches for the various anima-
tions (such as those in menus and list
boxes), a way to hide the useless
Internet desktop icon, and finally,
the ability to force the Windows Ex-
plorer to correctly show filenamesin
al caps. Thisisamust-have.
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" Click of death" strikeslomega

Users of lomega's Zip drives are reporting serious mal-
functions in their drives and disks in a problem that has
come to be known as the "click of death." Users report
that, after atime, their Zip drives no longer read disks and
instead produce a loud clicking sound, from which the
problem getsits name.

Afflicted units reportedly no longer work once they get
the "click of death,” and numerous users reported dam-
aged disks as well as data loss. The problem is not re-

ported to be associated with lomega's new storage product
for handheld devices, called Clik.

MICROSOFT INTERNET EXPLORER 5.0 ALPHA
Microsoft is preparing their upgrade to Internet Explorer
by designing agraphics-friendly web browser that will be
released by the end of the year.

Internet Explorer 5.0 will support the vector graphics
file format. Vector graphics format allows much smaller
file sizes than the current bit-mapped graphics format
without the usual loss of resolution following resizing.

AOL: Morefor Less

America Online bumps up unlimited access fee to $21.95
and axes 500 CompuServe jobs. Nothing like paying more
to get less.

New 56K Modem Standard Is Adopted

Major modem manufacturers have endorsed a new 56K
standard, alleviating a major headache suffered by com-
puter users who seek faster access to the Internet. The
standard was hammered out by the International Telecom-
munications Union, an arm of the United Nations, at a
conference in Geneva, Switzerland. ITU working groups
have been debating the standard industry players hailed
the new standard, which ends a for nearly a year. Most
fierce marketing battle between two incompatible 56K
technologies: X2, endorsed by 3Com Corp. (U.S. Robot-
ics) and K56flex, backed by Rockwell International and
Lucent Technologies.

Netscape reportedly shopping itself around

Netscape is on the auction block, according to published
reports The Wall Sreet Journal reported that Netscape
would be selling some or al of its assets, quoting un-
named sources "familiar with the situation.” America On-
line, Sun Microsystems, Oracle, and IBM are the compa-
nies named as being in serious discussions with Netscape

LCACE News Journal

about investing in or purchasing the company, the news-
paper reported. AOL was said to be interested in taking
over or buying Netscape's popular Web site. Netscape of-
ficials declined to comment on the rumors.

Intel to make 16 kinds of Pentium 11

Intel's strategy for this year borrows from an old Ameri-
can tradition: make a processor for every pot. Or at least a
large number of different chips for servers and worksta-
tions. Similar to its strategy on desktops, Intel will release
awide variety of Pentium Il processors based on its next-
generation "Slot 2" architecture, which defines the chip's
new packaging and improved performance characteristics.
Thiswill complement the release of at least four "Slot 1"-
-the current Pentium Il architecture--chip designs for
high-end desktops and low-end servers, including a 450-
MHz desktop chip capable of running DVD titles with
processing power to spare.

The buzz on the lomagas Buz

lomega Corp. has rolled out a new multimedia tool for
consumer PC users, and also announced price cuts on its
Jaz line of data storage drives. The new Buz Multimedia
Producer provides tools to let users move multimedia
files between consumer products. For example, home
movies, photos and sound clips can be moved between
products such as VCRs, digital cameras and PCs, lomega
officials said. The $199 tool, now shipping in the United
States, includes a video capture card, Ultra SCSI control-
ler and associated software. lomega also cut prices on the
1GB Jaz drives, from $399 to $299 for the external model
and from $299 to $279 for the internal model.

SEAGATE TO ANNOUNCE

NEW HARD DISK TECHNOLOGY

Seagate Technology Inc. will announce tomorrow that it
has conceived a way to use lasers, microscopic lenses and
tiny mirrors to potentially pack 10 to 20 times more data
onto hard disk drives.

The new mechanism, called Optically Assisted Winches-
ter technology, lets Seagate skip over the problems that
current hard disks face. Recently, disk drive manufactur-
ers have increased disk capacity by 60% a year, but the
theoretical limit of currnet technology will be reached in
10 years. Without a new storage design, manufacturers
will face a stonewall.

Some people have a hard time making decisions. They
think the way to stay out of troubleisto stay out of
sight.




Community Calendar

PG Software for Sale

Computer Central

Chicagoland’s Oldest and Largest
Multi-Vendor PC Show
and Sales for Home and Business

SUNDAY ONLY

March 29 1998

COLLEGE OF DuPAGE
Main Arena of Phys Ed Bldg.
Glen Ellyn, IL
SHOW HOURS 9:30 AM - 3:00 PM

Lets keep in touch!

Corky Bell corky@Ind.com
Bobby Bell bobbybelll@juno.com
Donna Bell donnabelll@juno.com
Bob Berry tberry64@aol.com
Mike Brown chimick@aol.com

Bob Carpenter
John Erdman

Vic Faulkner
Tom Fitzsimmons
Deope Gayomali
Mr. G

bobc@in-motion.net
jerdman@Ind.com
rvi@se-iowa.net
Tomfitz11@aol.com
djmali2@ix.netcom.com
MrG3165@aol.com
Larry Grauzas larryg553@aol.com
Arnie Gudyda arngood@juno.com
Ron Hagemann bbsron@Ind.com

Linda Heinrich lindah@execpc.com
Eric Helm ewh204@Ind.com
Dwight (J.J.) Johnson  jj1450xI@ix.netcom.com
Dwight Johnson Jr. antonym@hotmail.com
Skip Jones skip@interaccess.com
Andrae Joubert DRAE30@juno.com

Joe Julian jpjulian@aol.com

Steve Kostelnik eagle21@ix.netcom.com

Lester Larkin lester@eagletest.com
Nancy Larson mamanan@aol.com
Lee Musial leem@execpc.com
Mike McEnery mmcenery@ix.netcom.com
Leslie Salsburg lesliel64@juno.com

Walter Sheets sheets32@aol.com
Paul Schengten patys@theramp.net

Kelly Teevin kelly87@aol.com
Dennis Wilson dcwilson@execpc.com
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“Make mean offer”

Corel WordPerfect Suite 7 CD $20
Microsoft Publisher 97 CD $25
Lotus SmartSuite 4 CD $10
Precision Mapping 2.0 CD $10
The Family Doctor $5

Norton Utilities 2.0 CD $20
Blockbuster Movies & Videos CD $15
Serif Page Plus 3.0 CD $25
IMSI 150,000 Cliparts CD $25
Family Tree Maker 4.0 CD $20
OmniPage 7.0 $20
FirstAid 95 CD $5
Formtool Gold CD $10
Arena Design — 3D Graphics CD $15
EasyReader (Photo Scanner) $50

If you're interested, please E-mail J.J. Johnson at: |j1450x| @ix.
netcom.com.

WINTIP OF THE MONTH

Win95 shipped with a backup utility that wasn't quite ready
for prime time. Fortunately, Microsoft now offers a free
update that fixes several known bugs in the original utility.
It's faster, too. Download Faster Backup from the WinMag
Free Win95 Software page at
http://www.winmag.com/win95/software.htm.

/Sof tware City

‘30’0 Of}e
COMPUTER CENTERS in-stock
1549 South Lake Street
Mundelien, 1L 60060 oot

Jewel/Venture Center - Townline Square
Routes 45 and 60

Just present your current LCACE Membership Card for
Specia Pricing on complete systems. Come and see the
latest software. Training and Repairs are available.

PHONE NUMBERS
847-949-9210
847-949-9297 Fax

STORE HOURS
Mon-Thu 9AM to 8PM
Friday 9AM to 5PM

\_ T

March 1998




Next Meeting!!!

L.C.A.C.E Online

www.inf-net.com/lcace/default.html

LCACE member e-mail addresses
LCACE monthly members profile

LCACE club history and pictures i
LCACE meeting location and maps 411 WaShI ngto_n Ave'
LCACE online membership application form | nglegde’ lHlinois

LCACE online newsletter -

11:00 am - 2:00 p.m.

L.C.A.C.E

Lake County Area Computer Enthusiasts
409 S. EImwood Ave

Waukegan, IL 60085-5219

\ J
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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